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%ocal communities are gearing up to provide a host of resources aimed at helping Soldiers readjust to garrison and family life after serving in Irag.
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rainy Saturday at 8 a.m. and busi
Aness is already booming at thq
USO lounge at Frankfurt Interna-

tional Airport.
Larry Moton, terminal manager for the
Rhein-Main Area USO, is busy keeping thé
coffee flowing, the computers running and &

answering one question after another Photo by Karl Weisel
about how to catch shuttle buses, use tHg@t. David Young picks up a couple of presents from Giessen Youth Services program

telephones and get around in the airpor@ssistant Nilsa San Miguel at the USO Lounge in the Frankfurt Airport Dec. 13.

That's when Arleton Romaine Johnson, ) . . o .
program director for Giessen Youth serérously supplied the space,” said Johnsobeen,” said Moton, describing the dail
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laden with presents, baked goods and oth&fNtS for both events.” tional Airport and the Rhein-Main Air Mo-
refreshments. Giessen and Butzbach Torch “The YS staff was up at 5:30 in thebility Command terminal as he continuedt

prepared the holiday goodies and wrappe‘i?ady to get on the road,” said Heidi‘People appreciate the value of thank yo
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“We wanted to give our Keystone andthey got up at 6:30 in the morning,” said'We’ll be here on Christmas Day.”
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Johnson. “We helped families in need ipvaiting for me to open the door this morn-The Stars and Stripesheck theiremail and
the 284th BSB area by gathering one-and?9-" watch the latest headlines on the comp
a-half pallets of toys and distributing them  “It'S good,” said Butzbach Torch Club mentary teIeV|S|or_1, many were surprised
to the Army Community Service in Giesseri"émber Anthony Jackson, age 11."It'slikediscover the holiday goodies and gift

“On Dec. 12 the same Keystone and®€opPle.” _ holders. '
Torch Club members were given another | feelgood because my dad mightcome Sgt. David Young was all smiles as h

opportunity to serve by taking refresh-2nd surprise me. My dad’s in Irag,” saidcollected a couple of gifts for his children
ments and presents to the Frankfurt Intef€llow YS member Terrell Pasley, age 12. “My kids will be happy,” he said.
oo national Airport USO. The USO staffgen-  Butzbach’s Michael Abel, age 11, said = Toys R Us, members of “Good Morning
he liked helping people through the projectAmerica” and Boys and Girls Clubs o
but was sad because his father would b&merica donated a million dollars worth o
absent over the Christmas holidays, senteys to Army communities throughout Eu
ingin lraq. rope. The “A Time for Smiles” program

too,” said Quadel Webb, age 11. day cheer to military youths around th
“We're busier now than we've ever world.

of being separated from a parent and expe-

the house now.’ And then he comes back _ _
and says ‘Move over, you're not in chargePe€nding on age,” said Morales.
anymore,’ Little Johnny “We’re going out to

may not be so happy,” “S it the schools. We recog-
said Hamm. ome of our units are nize that students are

While younger chil- cormng b,aCk mn F:ebru- also feeling stress,” said
dren may be “clingy”and aAry so we're gearing up Davison. “We're work-
extremely emotional upon to be ready in January. ing within our commu-
the return of an absent.. We tell people that the nity wherever we see a
- - ] parent, older childrenmaymore they communicate need.”

i : appear as if they. don't phile separated, the '_I'hankm_g Sold|ersfor
o - ' Photo by Alexandra Williams really care, when in fact easier the transition is Fhelr sacrlflc_es and giv-
Martha Pinion (from left), Mobilization and Deployment Readiness Program coordinator at  they are simply less de- h th t back.” ing them a big welcome
Friedberg Army Community Service, Chaplain (Maj.) Suk Jong Lee and Deborah Gantt, monstrative, he said. when they get bacik. is an important part of
Mobilization and Deployment Readiness Program manager for Giessen ACS, discuss redeploy- “Children experience stress too. Theithe transition, Hamm added. “We need to
ment training issues and plan upcoming classes. reactions to the reunion will differ de- make sure that we hold good welcome back
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rience different reactions. “If Dad left andSoldiers returning from a lengthy deployment such as Operation Iraqi Freedom need to be aware that things
said, ‘Little Johnny — you're the man of may have changed considerably during their absence and not to have false expectations, ACS officials warn.
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ceremonies for everybody. Soldiers really,
really look forward to that pat on the back -
that recognition.”

In Baumholder, ACS underscores that
appreciation by preparing lunch for attend}
ees during their reintegration/reunion train
ing, recognizing Soldiers as “Baumholde
Heroes” and thanking spouses for “keeping
the home fires burning,” said Davison. Othe
communities hold similar recognition events

For more information about the manyj
classes, assistance and referral opportuni-
ties in your community, call or stop by your
local ACS office (Cassandra Kardeke con-
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Giessenand Butzbach Keystone and Torch
Club members wrap presents before dis-
tributing them to needy families at the
Giessen ACS and at the Frankfurt Interna- ~ Youths carry packages into the Frankfurt International Airport USO Lounge to hand out
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tional Airport USO Lounge.

Dec. 4. you're doing something nice for otherbeinghanded outto youths of U.S. ID card

“I'm happy because all my friends camekicked off last year as a way to bring holit
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and Keystone members and their parenf§0ning, and the kids were there earljelp patrons at the USO outreach center.
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tributed to this story.) to families of U.S. ID card holders passing through the facility.
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